




and a team of four Seabees rescued 
90 men from that vessel, pulling them 
out of the water. Meanwhile Seabees 
went about their job of unloading sup- 
ply vessels and also salvaged 100 small 
boats which had been used in creating 
the invasion bridgehead. 

The salvage dump is a treasure store 
to inventive Seabees. Faced with the 
shortage of machinery, they have 
proved that “necessity is the mother 
of invention.” Such ingenuity had its 
reward in ice cream for dinner one 
night in a tropical clearing bounded 
by sea and jungle. 

After unloading the last of a long 
line of transports, the battalion of 
stevedore and longshoremen specialists 
was in the mood for a celebration. The 
cook took stock: 

“We’ve got some powdered milk, eggs 
and sugar, so we could have ice cream 
if you fellows would go a little light on 
the sugar in your Java for awhile. But 
you might as well forget it. We don’t 
have an ice-cream freezer.” 

“Don’t take anything for granted,” 
someone yelled back, and the Seabees 
went scavenging. 

One man chiseled the head off a big 
oil drum. Another found a smaller 
drum and fitted it into the larger one, 
with just enough clearance for brine. 

A discarded brass tubing was wound 
around a palm stump to make a cooling 
coil. Fins for the agitator were cut 
from a big artillery shell, and brazed 
onto an old steel shaft. With other 
asserted items, the collection was as- 
sembled, polished and tinplated, then 
hooked up to  a dough-mixing machine 
and refrigerator. In went 10 gallons 
of the cook’s mix, and out came ice 
cream. 

Seabees adapt themselves to what- 
ever materials and supplies are avail- 
able. Thus, after oil drums had been 
used in carrying fuel to the South Pa- 
cific, Seabees used the empty drums 
for making culverts along swamp 
roads, hot-cake grills, trusses to  rein- 
force building construction, buoyants 
for rafts and even for a small floating 
drydock, basins, tubs, piping and rip- 
rapping; drums were flattened by 
rollers to make roofing material, filled 
with sand and used as baffles for build- 
ings. 

One chief shipfitter built the follow- 
ing machinery, mostly from the scrap 
heap : 

A 23-inch drill press, made from an 
automobile transmission, 8-inch chan- 
nel iron and two bomb-bay screws from 
a B-17. 

A lawnmower, complete with 2- 
horsepower motor and a set of tires. 

A bolt threader constructed from an 
automobile transmission and a pipe 
vice. 

One of the special Seabee battalions 
trained particularly for the job of get- 
ting supplies from ships to shore a t  
advanced bases has been commended 
four times-by any Army commander. 
a naval base commander, a Marine 
commander and a Navy service squad- 
ron commander. One of the naval offi- 
cers said that the work of this battalion 
“helped to eliminate one of the princi- 
pal bottlenecks to  the war effort in the 
South Pacific.” When the battalion ar- 
rived at a South Pacific base, it found 
the port congested with a number of 
ships riding a t  anchor while unload- 
ing, offering tempting targets for Jap  
bombers. The Seabee specials turned 
to and got the ships unloaded quickly 
and sent back to home ports. 

Another battalion made possible one 
of the springboards of attack in the 
New Guinea offensive last summer by 
carving an airfield out of a dense tropi- 
cal jungle under torrential rains in 13 
days. During the first 11 days, 16% 
inches of rain fell. The fighting build- 
ers landed early on the morning of 2 
July, and by 0700 the work was under 
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